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In 2005, the United Nations General Assembly (UNGA) adopted a set of principles for 
governments to follow in the aftermath of protracted conflict and human rights violations 
(UNGA. Res. 60/147, 2005). According to the UNGA, reparation is the broad umbrella term 
referring to the wrongdoer’s actions to redress the damage caused. These actions take five main 
forms. Restitution is understood as restoring victims to the condition they would have enjoyed 
had no violations of their rights occurred. Compensation refers to redressing economically-
assessable damages resulting from the harm such as “lost opportunities, including education and 
employment; material damages and loss of earnings; and costs required for legal, medical, 
psychological and social services” (UNGA. Res. 60/147, 2005, IX, para. 6). Importantly, while 
restitution is the ultimate goal that reparative measures strive to achieve, measures of 
compensation in cases of irreparable harm are often a more feasible outcome (Griffey & 
Kristicevic, 2016). Rehabilitation is understood as the provision of medical, psychological, legal 
and social services in to order provide holistic reparation for victims. Satisfaction and guarantees 
of non-repetition include collective and individual measures that allow for the admission of 




violence (UNGA. Res. 60/147, 2005). In the following subsections, the Final Agreement (2016) 
will be examined with regard to the principles and guidelines of the UNGA Resolution 60/147 
(2005) that it fulfills.  
In the Peace Accord, the benefits of restitution are most clearly articulated in terms of the 
displacement caused by the conflict. Specifically, in addition to the return of existing property to 
its rightful users, families and communities may receive technical and financial assistance to 
resume their lives and generate income (Final Agreement, 2016). This form of restitution seeks 
to restore victims to the situation that would have existed had the harm not been committed. 
Therefore, the restitution of homes and land programs allow victims to rebuild their lives and to 
re-acquire the income to do so. With regard to compensation, the Peace Accord stipulates that 
victims may seek monetary compensation for the economically-assessable consequences of the 
inflicted harm. These indemnities are different from the financial aid provided in the context of 
restitutions, as they do not aim to restore victims to their condition prior to the harm. Rather, they 
serve as a payment to help victims cope with the consequences of the harm (e.g., costs related to 
funerary services). Therefore, monetary compensations are offered to the victims and/or their 
families when the harm was sanctioned by international law (e.g., displacement, homicide, 
kidnapping, illegal child recruitment; Final Agreement, 2016; UNGA. Res. 60/147, 2005). 
Measures aiming at victims’ rehabilitation include broadening the reach of services to vulnerable 
populations who have been disproportionately affected by the conflict, and the creation of safe 
spaces for dialogue with the purpose to facilitate social healing (Final Agreement, 2016). Finally, 
satisfaction measures and guarantees of non-repetition include the creation of the Truth 
Commission (responsible for collecting testimonies and clarifying the causes and consequences 
of the armed conflict), and the display of public apologies and commemorations for victims, to 






































1 For instance, reparation programs for displaced people, construction of infrastructures, 
























































































































































































































































































































































































































































































2 Considering that the definition of restriction of liberties had not been clearly defined at 
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Figure 1. Indirect effect of levels of trust on justice preferences in the context of irreparable harm. Trust scores predicted endorsing a 
solution to conflict that balanced restoration and retribution through expectations of perpetrators’ behaviour, in response to losing 
loved ones. Full lines represent significant paths; dashed lines are non-significant.  
Unstandardized regression coefficients with standard errors in parentheses are reported.  








































































Figure 2. Indirect effect of levels of trust on justice preferences in the context of reparable harm. Trust scores predicted endorsing a 
solution to conflict that balanced restoration and retribution through expectations of perpetrators’ behaviour, in response to damages to 
infrastructure. Full lines represent significant paths; dashed lines are non-significant.  
Unstandardized regression coefficients with standard errors in parentheses are reported.  










































Levels of trust 
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Attributions About Perpetrators’ Behavior 
When justifying their descriptive and prescriptive ratings, participants made reference to 
their beliefs about the dispositional and situational causes of behavior. Participants with lower 
levels of trust tended to attribute their predictions of the FARC’s behavior to fixed, global traits. 




emphasis on the circumstances and the actors’ psychological states. In the following section, we 
discuss the differences in youths’ justifications as they relate to beliefs of trust and their 





























































































Higher levels of trust: “Eventually they are going to feel something in their heart 


















































































































































































































































































































































































































































Barros-Castro, R., & Pinzón-Salcedo, L. (2013) Understanding the propensity to forgive in a 
society at war: an initial study among the Colombian population. In T. McKenry & C. 
Bruun Thingholm (Eds.), Forgiveness: Philosophy and the Arts (pp. 97-111). United 









































































































































Kroc Institute for International Peace Studies. (2019). Washington DC seminar: The Colombian 


















































































































































United Nations Mission in Colombia. (2017). The UN mission finalizes activities of 
















































Informed Consent and Assent 
!
!
INFORMATION AND CONSENT FORM 
 
Study Title: Colombian Youths’ Reasoning about Intergroup Conflict 
 
Researcher: Angelica Restrepo 
 
Researcher’s Contact Information: 
Department of Education (FG.6.117)  
Concordia University  
1455 de Maisonneuve West  
Montreal, QC  H3G1M8 
angelica.restrepo@mail.concordia.ca 
 
Faculty Supervisor: Dr. Holly Recchia 
 
Faculty Supervisor’s Contact Information: 
Department of Education (FG.6.133)  
Concordia University  
1455 de Maisonneuve West  
Montreal, QC  H3G1M8 
1-514-848-2424 x. 2017 
holly.recchia@concordia.ca 
 
Source of funding for the study: Concordia University 
 
You are being invited to participate in the research study mentioned above. This form provides 
information about what participating would mean. Please read it carefully before deciding if you 
want to participate or not. If there is anything you do not understand, or if you want more 




The purpose of this research is to learn about how adolescents think about different ways of 




the FARC. Our goal is to understand how youth interpret and evaluate conflict outcomes, and 




If your child participates, he/she will be individually interviewed at school at a time when he/she 
will not miss important schoolwork. In an audio recorded interview, we will show your child two 
stories depicting conflicts with other students at school. We will then ask your child to tell us 
what he/she thinks about the different outcomes that could occur after the event. Then, we will 
ask your child to tell us what he/she knows about the conflict in and the peace accord with the 
FARC, based on what he/she has learned at school or heard at home. We will then show your 
child two situations of conflict based on what has occurred in Colombia and ask him/her to tell 
us what he/she thinks about the different solutions proposed in the peace accord. We’ll also ask 
your child to provide basic demographics information and to fill out a questionnaire on their 
beliefs about others and social institutions.  
 
In total, the interview will take approximately one hour.  
 
C. RISKS AND BENEFITS 
 
The risks of this study are minimal. Some adolescents may feel upset when thinking about or 
talking about conflicts. These risks are similar to those they might normally experience when 
discussing these issues at home or at school. If your child feels upset, he/she can tell the 
researcher, who will tell your child about resources available to help. Your child can also choose 
to stop the session at any time or to skip any questions he/she doesn’t want to answer.  
 
This research is not intended to benefit your child personally. However, we hope the information 
we get from this study may help us develop a better understanding of how adolescents think 
about conflict. Upon completion of the study, your child’s school will receive a written report 




We will gather the following information as part of this research: (a) your child’s audio recordings 
from interviews, (b) information about your child that is provided in response to the 
questionnaires (on paper). 
 
We will not allow anyone to access the information, except people directly involved in conducting 
the research. We will only use the information for the purposes of the research described in this 




note that if you or your child discloses actual or suspected abuse or neglect, we are required to 
report this information to the Instituto Colombiano de Bienestar Familiar (ICBF). 
 
The information gathered will be coded. That means that the information will be identified by a 
code rather than your child’s name. The researcher will have a separate list that links the code 
to your child’s name. 
 
We will protect your child’s information in various ways. Only the primary investigator will have 
access to the key linking participants’ names to the numbers used on the recordings and the 
interview transcripts. Data and records will be stored in a locked filing cabinet, an encrypted 
Canadian computer server, or on a password protected computer. Only the researcher and 
members of her study team will have access to this information. Your child’s date of birth (month 
and year only) will be collected solely for calculating the average age of participating youths, and 
will not be used for identification purposes. 
 
We intend to publish the results of the research. However, it will not be possible to identify your 
child in the published results. 
 
De-identified data from this study will be permanently archived. The code linking participants’ 
names to their research records will be destroyed five years after completion of the study.  
 
F. CONDITIONS OF PARTICIPATION 
 
Your child does not have to participate in this research. It is purely your decision. If he/she does 
participate, he/she can stop at any time. You can also ask that the information your child provided 
not be used, and your choice will be respected.  If you decide that you don’t want us to use your 
child’s information in any of our research reports, you must tell the researcher within two months 
of his/her participation. You may also make a request at any time after this date, and your 
information will be omitted from any additional research reports.  
 
As a compensatory indemnity for participating in this research, your child will receive cafeteria 
coupon (of an approximate value of $20.000 COP). If he/she withdraws before the end of the 
research, your child will nevertheless receive the cafeteria coupon. 
 
To make sure that research money is being spent properly, auditors from Concordia University 
or outside will have access to a coded list of participants. It will not be possible to identify your 
child from this list. There are no negative consequences for not participating, stopping in the 
middle, or asking us not to use your information.  
 





I have read and understood this form. I have had the chance to ask questions and any questions 
have been answered. I agree to allow my child to participate in this research under the conditions 
described. 
 






If you have questions about the scientific or scholarly aspects of this research, please contact 
Angelica Restrepo, the researcher in charge of this project. Her contact information is on page 
1. You may also contact her faculty supervisor, Dr. Holly Recchia.  
 
If you have concerns about ethical issues in this research, please contact the Manager, Research 























































































In this questionnaire, you’ll find questions about you and your family. Please read each 
question carefully and answer to the best of your knowledge. You will have to answer some 
questions with an X, while others will require you to write a short answer. There are no right or 
wrong answers in this questionnaire. You can ask for help if you don’t understand a question or 
if you don’t know how to answer it.  
 
When were you born? (Please write the month and year) 
 
Gender: Male ____ Female____ 
 
What grade are you in? 
 
Do you live with your mom, your dad, neither or both? 
 
If you live only with your mother or your father, answer only the corresponding 
questions. 
 
How far in school did your mother get? 
Never studied  
Some years of primary school  
Finished primary school  
Some years of high school  
Finished high school  
Attended a technical school  
Studied in university (undergraduate degree)  
Studied in university (graduate degree)  





How far in school did your father get? 
Never studied  
Some years of primary school  
Finished primary school  
Some years of high school  
Finished high school  
Attended a technical school  
Studied in university (undergraduate degree)  
Studied in university (graduate degree)  
I don’t know  
 
Does your mother work?  
If answer is yes: What does she do for work? 
 
Does your father work?  
If answer is yes: What does he do for work? 
 
In which status do you and your family fall? If you hesitate between two statuses, you 
can trace a line in between them.  
__________________________________________________________________ 
1                     2                     3                     4                     5                     6 
                                                                                
Is your family religious? 
 





Do you and your family go to church?  
Protestant  







If so, how often? 
Once per week or more  
Twice a month  
Once a month  
Once every two months  
Less than five times per year  
 
In which neighborhood do you live? 
Usaquén  
Chapinero  
Santa Fe  








Barrios Unidos  
Teusaquillo  
Los Mártires  
Antonio Nariño  
Puente Aranda  
La Candelaria  
Rafael Uribe Uribe  






For how long have you lived there? 
 
If you lived in other places before, please list them. Don’t worry if you don’t remember 





Knowledge About the Conflict 
What do you know about the armed conflict in Colombia? 
Do you know how or why the conflict started? 
Do you know who are the different groups and people involved in the conflict? 
Do you know why the FARC were fighting? What about other armed groups? 
Is there anything else that you can think of? 
Do you talk about the conflict and the peace treaty with your family? Or do your parents 
talk about it when you are around? What kinds of things do they talk about? 
What about at school? Do you remember talking about the conflict or the Peace Accord 
with your teachers or in the context of a class? 
Do you and your friends ever talk about the conflict or the Peace Accord? 
What have you heard or seen on TV, online or on the radio? 
 
Agreement/Disagreement with the Peace Accord 





Reasoning About the Peace Agreement 
Now, I would like for us to talk about some of the points of the Peace Accord between 
the FARC and the government. I know that there are other actors that are important when we talk 
about the conflict in Colombia, but for the purpose of this study, we are only going to talk about 
this peace process. Here is what we are going to do: I will read you two situations and then ask 
you some questions. These are not questions to test your knowledge of politics. Instead, I want to 
know how you think about these issues. If there is something that you don’t understand, let me 
know. I will be happy to repeat or rephrase as many times as you need. 
Irreparable harm.  
The FARC have been accused of committing very severe crimes against other people. 
Many people have lost loved ones that they will never see again. 
Compensation. In the Peace Accord, the FARC are asked to give victims and their 
families monetary compensations. 
 
Do you think that this is a good or not such a good way to handle the problem? 
__________________________________________________________________ 
1………………2………………3………………4………………5………………6 




Another point of the Peace Accord says that if the FARC do not have the money to 
compensate victims, the government will pay the victims instead. 
 
Do you think that this is a good or not such a good way to handle the problem? 
__________________________________________________________________ 
1………………2………………3………………4………………5………………6 







Do you think that the FARC would actually pay the victims and their families?      
__________________________________________________________________ 
1………………2………………3………………4………………5………………6 




Do you think that the government would actually pay the victims and their families, if the 
FARC does not? 
__________________________________________________________________ 
1………………2………………3………………4………………5………………6 




Apologies. In the Peace Accord, the FARC can perform symbolic actions to repair 
victims. A symbolic reparation action can be an apology. As such, the FARC apologize to the 
victims and their families for all the harm they did. They say that they feel bad for what they did 
and are sorry for the suffering that their actions caused. 
 
Do you think that this is a good or not such a good way to handle the problem? 
__________________________________________________________________ 
1………………2………………3………………4………………5………………6 
Not so good                                                Really good 
Why? 
 
Ok, and do you think that the FARC would actually apologize? 
__________________________________________________________________ 
1………………2………………3………………4………………5………………6 






Punishment. In the regular justice system, the FARC would be sent to jail for 30 years or 
more. 
 
Do you think that this is a good or not such a good way to handle the problem? 
__________________________________________________________________ 
1………………2………………3………………4………………5………………6 
Not so good                                                Really good 
Why? 
 
Ok, and do you think that they would actually go to jail for 30 years or more? 
__________________________________________________________________ 
1………………2………………3………………4………………5………………6 
Very unlikely                                                Very likely 
Why? 
 
Adjusted solution. Alternatively, the Peace Accord says that if they confess the truth 
about what happened and offer to make it up to the victims, members of the FARC will be 
sentenced to 5 to 8 years of house arrest. An example of how they could make it up to the 
victims is by participating in programs that help families find their loved ones. 
 
Do you think that this is a good or not such a good way to handle the problem? 
 
1………………2………………3………………4………………5………………6 










Very unlikely                                                Very likely 
Why? 
 
Do you think that the FARC will actually make it up to the victims? 
 
1………………2………………3………………4………………5………………6 
Very unlikely                                                Very likely 
Why? 
 
Reparable harm.  
The FARC have caused many damages to infrastructures in cities and villages. They have 
been accused of taking down electric towers and water aqueducts, as well as damaging roads, 
schools and hospitals. In remote areas, many people had to live without electricity and water, 
while also being exposed to unsafe roads or not having access to schools and hospitals. 
Compensation. In the peace accord, the government proposed to build and repair 
damaged infrastructures such as roads, schools and hospitals. It was also proposed that the 
electric and water systems will be made functional in areas affected by the conflict. 
 
Do you think that this is a good or not such a good way to handle the problem? 
 
1………………2………………3………………4………………5………………6 
Not so good                                                Really good 
Why? 
 
The FARC are asked to participate in programs to rebuild infrastructures and to help pay 
for the damages caused. 
 
Do you think that this is a good or not such a good way to handle the problem? 
 
1………………2………………3………………4………………5………………6 






Do you think that the government will actually rebuild and repair the damage caused? 
 
1………………2………………3………………4………………5………………6 
Very unlikely                                                Very likely 
Why? 
 
Do you think that the FARC will actually participate in the building and reparation 
programs and help pay for them? 
 
1………………2………………3………………4………………5………………6 
Very unlikely                                                Very likely 
Why? 
 
Apologies. In the Peace Accord, the FARC can perform symbolic actions to repair 
victims. A symbolic reparation action can be an apology. As such, the FARC apologize to the 
victims and their families for all the harm they did. They say that they feel terrible for what they 
did and are sorry for the suffering that their actions caused. 
 
Do you think that this is a good or not such a good way to handle the problem? 
1………………2………………3………………4………………5………………6 
Not so good                                                Really good 
Why? 
 
Ok, and do you think that the FARC would actually apologize? 
 
1………………2………………3………………4………………5………………6 






Punishment. In the regular justice system, the FARC would be sent to jail for 10 years. 
 
Do you think that this is a good or not such a good way to handle the problem? 
 
1………………2………………3………………4………………5………………6 
Not so good                                                Really good 
Why? 
 




Very unlikely                                                Very likely 
Why? 
 
Adjusted solution. Alternatively, the peace accord says that if members of the FARC 
confess the truth about everything that happened, help rebuild what was destroyed and promise 
not to do it again, they will not go to jail. 
 




Not so good                                                Really good 
Why? 
 










Do you think that the FARC will actually help repair what they destroyed and won’t 




Very unlikely                                                Very likely 
Why? 
 Appendix C 
Measures of Trust 
 
I can rely on the promises made by the government. 1……….…2……….…3……….…4……….…5……….…6 
Strongly disagree                                                             Strongly agree 
  
The adults in charge at my school are honest. * 1……….…2……….…3……….…4……….…5……….…6 
Strongly disagree                                                             Strongly agree 
  
When dealing with strangers, it’s better to be cautious before 
trusting them (R). * 
1……….…2……….…3……….…4……….…5……….…6 
Strongly disagree                                                             Strongly agree 
  
Most of the teachers at my school are dependable. 1……….…2……….…3……….…4……….…5……….…6 
Strongly disagree                                                             Strongly agree 
  
Generally, the only thing that elected officials care about is 
money (R). 
1……….…2……….…3……….…4……….…5……….…6 
Strongly disagree                                                             Strongly agree 
  
The law represents the values of the people in power, rather 
than the values of people like me (R). * 
1……….…2……….…3……….…4……….…5……….…6 
Strongly disagree                                                             Strongly agree 
  
Most people in Colombia are trustworthy.  1……….…2……….…3……….…4……….…5……….…6 





People in power use the law to control people like me (R). 1……….…2……….…3……….…4……….…5……….…6 
Strongly disagree                                                             Strongly agree 
  
Nowadays, you can’t rely on anybody (R). 1……….…2……….…3……….…4……….…5……….…6 
Strongly disagree                                                             Strongly agree 
  
In general, the police cannot be trusted (R). 1……….…2……….…3……….…4……….…5……….…6 
Strongly disagree                                                             Strongly agree 
  
Most people try to take advantage of you if they have the 
chance to do so (R). 
1……….…2……….…3……….…4……….…5……….…6 
Strongly disagree                                                             Strongly agree 
  
Most people are helpful (R). 1……….…2……….…3……….…4……….…5……….…6 
Strongly disagree                                                             Strongly agree 
  
I can trust most of the teachers at my school. 1……….…2……….…3……….…4……….…5……….…6 
Strongly disagree                                                             Strongly agree 
  
Elected officials take into account the needs of people like me 
when making decisions. 
1……….…2……….…3……….…4……….…5……….…6 





The police are good at dealing with problems that concern 
those around me. 
1……….…2……….…3……….…4……….…5……….…6 
Strongly disagree                                                             Strongly agree 
  
Generally, people tell a lie when they can benefit by doing so 
(R). 
1……….…2……….…3……….…4……….…5……….…6 
Strongly disagree                                                             Strongly agree 
  
Before sentencing people, the courts listen to all sides of a 
conflict. 
1……….…2……….…3……….…4……….…5……….…6 
Strongly disagree                                                             Strongly agree 
  
Society is set up so that people usually get what they deserve. 1……….…2……….…3……….…4……….…5……….…6 
Strongly disagree                                                             Strongly agree 
  
At my school, when students break the rules they are treated 
fairly. 
1……….…2……….…3……….…4……….…5……….…6 







* Based on item analysis, three statements were removed from the final measure because their low item-total correlations with the rest 
of the scale, thereby resulting in a 16-item scale. 
